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COVID-19 Resources

COVID-19 Related Webinars

During this unprecedented time, educators are being asked to support their students and school
communities while adapting to an entirely different way of teaching almost overnight. This can be
especially challenging when working with young adolescents, who are already going through a
transformative time of development. At the same time, we know the power of AMLE members to
support one another and share resources that are working well to keep our students on track, both
academically and personally.

Explore and add to AMLE’s crowdsourced and curated resources for advisory and online learning. And
don’t forget to join us for an upcoming webinar or roundtable to hear from experts on a range of
topics related to COVID-19 and share your own perspective.

More details available for supporting middle level educators through COVID-19 available here.

Remote Learning Resources

Upcoming Webinar
Promoting Student Wellness during COVID-19
Presenter: Phyllis Fagell
Tuesday, March 24, 2020, 3:30-4:30pm ET
Register for free

http://amle.org/ServicesEvents/COVID-19Resources/tabid/1179/Default.aspx
http://amle.org/ServicesEvents/COVID-19Resources/tabid/1179/Default.aspx#3966296-remote-learning-resources
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/2498068833739791629


Recorded Webinars

Promoting Personal Wellness during COVID-19
Promoting Personal Wellness during COVID-19 Slides
Recommended Relaxation Apps

Promoting Personal Wellness during COVID 19

Leadership Roundtable: Responding to COVID-19

Leadership Roundtable - Responding to COVID-19

http://amle.org/Portals/0/pdf/webinars/031820/Stress_COVID-19.pdf
http://amle.org/Portals/0/pdf/webinars/031820/Relax_with_Apps.pdf


COVID-19 - Choosing the Right Remote Learning Resources
for Young Adolescents
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for Young Adolescents

The Association for Middle Level Education has joined with the National Association of Secondary
School Principals, The National Association of Elementary School Principals, and The National Forum
to Accelerate Middle-Grades Reform to declare March the o�cial month to focus on students ages 10
to 15 and celebrate middle level education.

The key messages for the celebration are:
The importance of parents being knowledgeable about young adolescents and being actively
involved in their lives;
The understanding that healthy bodies plus healthy minds equal healthy young adolescents;
The realization that the education young adolescents experience during this formative period of
life will, in large measure, determine the future for all citizens; and
The knowledge that every young adolescent should have the opportunity to pursue his or her
dreams and aspirations, and post-secondary education should be a possibility for all.

http://www.principals.org/
http://www.naesp.org/
http://www.middlegradesforum.org/


TWITTER #MSCHAT

Join us Thursdays, 7 PM CST / 6 PM MST to discuss relevant Middle
School topics and a great easy way to keep on top of personal
professional development!!

Click here for more information about Middle Level Education Month.

EdcampSDAMLE Canceled
Due to the outbreak of COVID1-9, EdcampSDAMLE has been
canceled.

Six Ways to Help Middle Schoolers
Create a Kind, Trusting Culture
Activities that bring perspective, invite empathy, and build social
skills

By: Phyllis Fagell

I can't believe what happened," Janine* said. Her daughter Greta's
best friend overheard two girls calling her a stuck-up loser, so she
secretly videotaped their conversation and texted Greta the
evidence. Janine was bewildered. "How could her friend think this
was a good idea?" she asked me.

When a teacher told me a few days later that her sixth graders were
gossiping relentlessly, I decided to share Greta's story with her class.
Afterward, I asked them whether they would have forwarded the
video. Nearly every hand shot up. "I'd want my friend to know who
they could trust," one said. But when I asked them how they'd feel if

http://www.amle.org/AboutAMLE/MiddleLevelEducationMonth/tabid/295/Default.aspx
https://s.smore.com/u/928e03f4c8f9d62f1ea89f9009728b89.png
https://s.smore.com/u/6f2426aa27e0948498e226d0cc1b4d2c.png
https://s.smore.com/u/433a90eab091554ed836b6b13712259f.png


Help For Billy By Heather Forbes

they got the video, the tone in the room changed. A boy responded,
"Pretty bad." A girl said, "I'd rather not know!" They understood the
point of my story; a well-intentioned kid can inadvertently spread
meanness.

Most tween drama stems from lack of social skills and life
experience, not lack of empathy. The stereotype of the mean middle
schooler may be ingrained in the culture, but it's off-base and
undermines kids' ability to trust one another. Here are six ways
educators can �ip that negative narrative and help tweens create a
positive culture.

Read the rest of the article by clicking here.

I Have to Teach Middle School?
A teacher’s story of �nding joy working with middle schoolers

By: Dana Diskin

I didn't want to be a teacher. I just didn't. Even though I had teacher
Barbie and played teacher on an old chalkboard in our basement, I
didn’t want to do it. I think I just wanted to tell a bunch of stuffed
animals what to do.

I hadn’t really liked school, especially middle school (or junior high as
we called it). I barely remembered my junior high years, other than
awkwardness and a few great friend stories when I had them. I had
hidden them in the deep recesses of my school memories, behind all
the picture days. It was also when I remember the worst of the
teasing—bullying not having been an issue for discussion back then.

No, I would never be a teacher.

Read the rest of the article by clicking here.

http://www.amle.org/BrowsebyTopic/WhatsNew/WNDet/TabId/270/ArtMID/888/ArticleID/1107/Six-Ways-to-Help-Middle-Schoolers-Create-a-Kind-Trusting-Culture.aspx?_cldee=dG9kZC5icmlzdEBrMTIuc2QudXM%3d&recipientid=contact-5042c91c347cde11a69200151758e755-7b26640a0e43493496a251cf89d7a3c8&esid=feb664a1-de62-ea11-8104-000d3a044486
http://www.amle.org/BrowsebyTopic/WhatsNew/WNDet/TabId/270/artmid/888/articleid/1125/I-Have-to-Teach-Middle-School.aspx?_cldee=dG9kZC5icmlzdEBrMTIuc2QudXM%3d&recipientid=contact-5042c91c347cde11a69200151758e755-7b26640a0e43493496a251cf89d7a3c8&esid=feb664a1-de62-ea11-8104-000d3a044486
https://s.smore.com/u/2fcda7390a826482e70c10bf9198d479.png


This books main theme is to help students who are dysregulated in the
public school system. Many of the education systems are designed as a
pegboard, assuming the majority of students would �t in the round holes
of that pegboard. In the 1970’s and 1980’s, there was a large push for
opportunities for the students who did not �t the mold. Today, we have
support and opportunities in place, but we are seeing a rise of students
who are still struggling. In chapter 1, students were asked what their
greatest needs were in the classroom. The survey said the top four were;
less stress, better teacher-student relationships, better peer relations,
and more fun. These items on the list are attainable, but there are more
basic needs that play a higher role in behavior in the classroom. Socio-
economics plays a huge role in the behavior of students, but also the
needs in Maslow’s Hierarchy. Help for Billy discusses that if a student is
not getting their basic needs met, they will not be able to learn.

Many teachers are not trained in the area of dysregulated students. We learn as we go and that is why
reading books like these are so incredibly important. Using this book, I have placed protocol in my
classroom for my students and I am also so much more aware of the students and their behaviors
before they get bigger. All kids are good kids, some just need a little more help understanding that they
are not their circumstances, and they can overcome anything. As teachers we think our job was just to
teach, but we are so much more to these kids than just teachers. School is their safe place and we
have the ability to make sure they are safe and cared for there. All students can learn, some might just
learn differently.

Coming Soon!

SDAMLE Spring Book Study
Middle School Matters by Phyllis Fagell

Middle school is its own important, distinct territory, and yet it's
either written off as an uncomfortable rite of passage or lumped in
with other developmental phases. Based on her many years working
in schools, professional counselor Phyllis Fagell sees these years
instead as a critical stage that parents can't afford to ignore (and
though "middle school" includes different grades in various regions,
Fagell maintains that the ages make more of a difference than the
setting). Though the transition from childhood to adolescence can
be tough for kids, this time of rapid physical, intellectual, moral,
social, and emotional change is a unique opportunity to proactively
build character and con�dence.

Fagell helps parents use the middle school years as a low-stakes
training ground to teach kids the key skills they'll need to thrive now
and in the future, including making good friend choices, negotiating
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Middle School Humor!

South Dakota Association for Middle Level Educators

con�ict, regulating their own emotions, be their own advocates, and
more. To answer parents' most common questions and struggles
with middle school-aged children, Fagell combines her professional
and personal expertise with stories and advice from prominent
psychologists, doctors, parents, educators, school professionals,
and middle schoolers themselves.



Check Out Our Website

Board Bio of the Month
Madeleine Gonsoir teaches 8th grade United States history at Simmons
Middle School in Aberdeen, SD. She is originally from Duluth, MN. She
graduated from The College of St. Scholastica with a Bachelor's degree
in History. Her main focus in college was Ancient Languages. Her goal
was to become a female Indian Jones. She fell in love with teaching
when she helped a professor teach a class. She knew teaching was it
and here she is.

Besides bringing energy and lots of terrible jokes to class, she believes
that a classroom should be a open and positive place for all students.
She works very to help her students connect to history and become involved in the world around them.

She has a son and they enjoy many adventures throughout the year. She enjoys reading, painting, and
museums. One thing she is looking forward to is creating a Cultural Corner in her classroom for next
year.

http://sdamle.weebly.com/

http://sdamle.weebly.com/
http://sdamle.weebly.com/
https://s.smore.com/u/5d6df492badcb321189b83edf3b313af.jpg


2018-2019 SDAMLE Board Members

Left to Right--Taylor Hamblin, Lisa Kissner, Kyley Cumbow, Teri Bauerly,
Sherri Nelson, Reva Potter, Todd Brist, Steve Gors, and Tara Johanneson

Upcoming Events!

Facebook @EdSDAMLE

SDAMLE

South Dakota Association for Middle Level Education (SDAMLE) is
the professional association of teachers, administrators, parents,
and other stakeholders who have joined together to support the
development of quality programs that serve the needs of young
adolescents. SDAMLE exists to promote a better understanding of
middle grades education in our state. SDAMLE is the source of ideas,
information, and support for middle level educators in South Dakota.

2019-2020 SDAMLE Board Members
President: Kyley Cumbow, Georgia Morse Middle School
Treasurer: Lisa Kissner, Huron Middle School
Secretary: Tara Johanneson, O'Gorman Junior High
Membership Coordinator: Reva Potter, Belle Fourche Middle School
Past President: Todd Brist, Watertown Middle School
Board Member: Sherri Nelson, Brandon Valley School District
Board Member: Steven Gors, Madison Middle School
Board Member: Cotton Koch, Madison Middle School
Board Member: Madeleine Gonsoir, Simmons Middle School
Board Member: Jason Whiting, Sioux Falls School District
University Representative: Teri Bauerly, Black Hills State University

sdamlemail@gmail.com (605) 773-7330

sdamle.weebly.com
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Association for Middle Level Education

You are a passionate middle grades educator.
You appreciate the uniqueness of every student in your classroom. You
advocate for your students every day while helping them along their
individual path to achievement. You chose the middle grades because
you understand the impact one teacher can make on the lives of 10 to 15
year olds. You are AMLE!

AMLE Membership Information:
http://www.amle.org/membership.aspx

Click here for information about The World's Largest Middle School Conference!

#EdcampSDAMLE

When

Saturday, March 27th 2021 at 9am

Where

3201 South Kiwanis Avenue

Sioux Falls, SD

http://www.amle.org/membership.aspx
http://www.amle.org/annual/Home/tabid/244/Default.aspx
https://s.smore.com/u/6d7fd7ce43eb708d0f9e20a8280c20ac.png



